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Mekong Basin Connect: 
Vietnam

Introductory Presentation

Brian Eyler, Southeast Asia Program Director, 

& Courtney Weatherby, Southeast Asia Program Research 
Analyst

Stimson Center

MEKONG DELTA PRODUCTIVITY

o 2.6 rice crops/year, 

o 25 million tons of  rice (53%)

o 70% of  national fruit crop

o 74% of  national aqua-products



7/28/2017

2

Source: MRC Technical Paper #24, Sept. 2009

Source: Pittock J., Orr S., Chapagain A, Dumaresq D. “Dams on the Mekong: Lost fish protein and the implications for land
and water resources.” Australian National University, 2012.   
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Vietnam Energy Demand

Challenges and Opportunities for Vietnam? Global Price Drop of RE Technologies

Current Price of Electricity (c/kWh) by 
Energy Source in Vietnam

Solar 9.1 c/kWh

Wind 7.8 c/kWh

Coal 5-6 c/kWh

Imports 6 -7 c/kWh

Hydropower 4 c/kWh

• Opportunity for Vietnam can invest in Lao 
power grid and regional connections
• Supports strategic, system scale strategy
• Flexibility for Laos and Vietnam

• Challenges of implementation:
• Cost of infrastructure build-out 
• Tariff restructuring in Vietnam

• MDB support for grid investment (ADB, 
World Bank, AIIB)

• Energy interdependence = Energy security

Regional Energy Trade & 
Energy Interdependence

• Vietnam can influence which projects are 
built via power purchase agreements based 
on sustainability concerns 

• 5,000 MW from Laos by 2030 should be a 
mix of electricity sources

• Benefits to cross border renewable  
investments
• FDI and job creation for Vietnamese firms
• Lower population density and land prices = 

lower cost of electricity 

Vietnam as Power Purchaser?

What kind of Battery for Southeast Asia 
will Laos become?

?
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Thank You!

beyler@stimson.org


