
VISUALISATION TOOLS

Useful Tools & Tips on
How to show, don't tell



Is	the	power	of
Context

THE	POWER	OF	GOOD
DATA	VISUALISATION



Can	be	very	confusing
	
Is	far	more	about	telling	than	showing
	
Hides	context	from	your	readers
	
Doesn't	inspire	further	engagement

BAD	OR	NO
VISUALISATION



3	Bad	examples
	

	Vietnam	will	face	severe	power
shortages	from	2021	-ministry

BAD	OR	NO
VISUALISATION

	
Several	dead,	missing	as	Tropical
Storm	Wipha	slams	into	Vietnam

	
January	to	July	retail	sales	gain	11.6
per	cent

	

https://uk.reuters.com/article/vietnam-energy/update-1-vietnam-will-face-severe-power-shortages-from-2021-ministry-idUKL4N24W4P5
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/08/dead-missing-typhoon-wipha-slams-vietnam-190805054650790.html
http://vietnamnews.vn/economy/523629/january-to-july-retail-sales-gain-116-per-cent.html#hlmp66FMMLk1tYh6.99


Lets	your	readers	understand	context
	
Lets	your	readers	explore	a	topic	for
themselves
	
Lets	your	readers	make	their	own
minds	up
	
Creates	conversations	and	trust

GOOD	DATA
VISUALISATION



3	Good	examples	from	Mona	Chalabi
	

Sanders	is	right:	Republican	tax	cuts	cost
more	than	forgiving	student	debt

GOOD	DATA
VISUALISATIONS

	
How	severe	is	overcrowding	at
some	US	migrant	facilities?	Very

Terror	attacks	by	Muslims	receive
357%	more	press	attention,	study
finds

https://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2019/jun/30/student-debt-loan-forgiveness-bernie-sanders
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/jul/05/us-migrant-facilities-severe-overcrowding
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/jul/20/muslim-terror-attacks-press-coverage-study


EXERCISE	VISUALISE?

With	a	population	of	96	million	and	annual	gross	domestic
product	growth	of	about	7%	backed	by	robust	foreign	investment
and	exports,	Vietnam’s	power	generation	will	need	to	rise	from
about	48,600	MW	currently	to	60,000	MW	by	2020	and	129,500

MW	by	2030,	according	to	government	data.

https://uk.reuters.com/article/vietnam-energy/update-1-vietnam-will-face-severe-power-shortages-from-2021-
ministry-idUKL4N24W4P5



TRY	CONTEXTUALISE
Is	Population	Growth	driving	Electricity?
	
Is	the	GDP	driving	electricity	needs?
	
Background:	Vietnam’s	power	generation	will	need	to	rise	from
about	48,600	MW	currently	to	60,000	MW	by	2020	and	129,500
MW	by	2030,	according	to	government	data.
	
Additional	Questions	that	would	help	this	story?	
	-	How	many	households	run	per	Kw?
	-	Where	is	the	biggest	growth	in	demand?
	-	What	are	the	options	to	fill	this	need?
	-		What	is	this	projection	based	on?



TRY	VISUALISE
Population	Vs.	Electricity	Needs?
	
Coal	vs.	Renewables	in	Vietnam?	
	
What	does	all	this	electricity	power?
	
How	many	coal	plants	would	be	needed	to	fill	this	need?
	
Background:	Vietnam’s	power	generation	will	need	to	rise	from
about	48,600	MW	currently	to	60,000	MW	by	2020	and	129,500
MW	by	2030,	according	to	government	data.
	



EXERCISE
1:	Pick	one	of	these	points	to	focus	on	as	your	data	set
	
2:	Research	its	context	-		think	about	what	this	compares	to	and
what	your	audience	might	be	able	to	connect	with.	
	
3:	Draft	some	ideas	on	paper	about	how	to	design	the	data	and
the	comparison
	
4:	Refine	the	drafts	into	one	single	image,	graph	or	map	to	create
a	clear	context	and	understanding	for	the	reader.	
	
20	min	activity	-	5	min	presentations



FLOURISH	

TIMELINE

JUXTAPOSE

STORYMAP

Interactive	Data
Visualisation

Presenting	a	Subject
over	Time

Using	Maps	to	Tell	a
Geographic	Story

Show	the	Before	&
After	with	Pictures

ONLINE	TOOLS	-	201



DATA	GIF
MAKER

GOOGLE
EARTH

GAPMINDER

PIKTOCHART

2	-	4	data	sources	to
compare	interactive

Create	interactive
maps	in	real	life

Infographics	+	some
great	easy	mapping

World	Bank	data	-
interactive
and	comparative

ONLINE	TOOLS	-	201



CANVA.COM



CANVA
A	great	way	to	create	interesting	basic	Graphics
	
Exercise	1:	Replicate	this	story
	
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/04/true-cost-of-
gun-violence-in-america/
	
Groups	3-4
	
Time:	15	mins
	
Presentation:	
5	mins	discussion	
	



DATA	GIF
MAKER

Amazingly	simple	but	interactive	Data	opportunities
	

https://datagifmaker.withgoogle.com

20	min	Activity
	
Compare	people	in
your	workshop
	
Use	all	3	data	gif	maker	
tools.
	
	

https://twitter.com/irish_news/status/1123621625415512064


JUXTAPOSE

"Overlay	2	images	and
see	the	before	and
After	by	moving	a
simple	toggel."

juxtapose.knightlab.com

Only	works	with
uploaded	images
	



JUXTAPOSE

Activity	-	15	mins
	
Upload	2	images	-	pick
a	before	and	after
image	of	a	part	of
Vietnam
	
The	images	need	to	be
stored	online	(maybe
drive	or	an	image)
	
Use	Knightlab	to
juxtapose	the	two.
	
Get	the	embed	code.		

juxtapose.knightlab.com



FLOURISH

"Interactive,
visualy	appealing
data	visulisations."

app.flourish.studio/

Great	to	embed	on
a	website	or	for
unconventional
graph	types.



WHERE	TO	GET	MY
DATA	FROM?

globalstat.eu
data.worldbank.org
data.gov
ec.europa.eu/eurostat

See	an	extended
overview	on	the	drive



OTHER	USEFUL	TOOLS

SOUNDCITE
soundcite.knightlab.com

"A	simple-to-
use	tool	that
lets	you	add
inline	audio	to
your	story,
directly	under
the	text."

http://soundcite.knightlab.com/


OTHER	USEFUL	TOOLS

READYMAG
readymag.com

"An	online
webpage
designing	tool,
ideal	for
portofolios	or
visual	projects."

https://readymag.com/


OTHER	USEFUL	TOOLS

GOOGLE	DATA	STUDIO
datastudio.google.com

"Straightforward
tools		to	transform
your	data	table	into
beautiful	graphs."

TABLEAU	PUBLIC
public.tableau.com

RAW	GRAPHS
rawgraphs.io

https://rawgraphs.io/


THANKS!

/ClimateTracker

@ClimateTracking

ClimateTracker


